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Petitioners,
v.

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY,

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Respondent.

NOTICE OF FILING

TO: See Attached Service List

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on August 21, 2020, Petitioner, Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago (“MWRD” or “the District”) electronically filed with the Office of the Clerk of
the Illinois Pollution Control Board its POST-HEARING REPLY BRIEF OF METROPOLITAN
WATER RECLAMATION DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO, a copy of which are hereby served
upon you.

Dated: August 21, 2020
Respectfully submitted,

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago

/s/ Fredric P. Andes
One of its Attorneys

Fredric P. Andes

BARNES & THORNBURG LLP
One North Wacker Drive

Suite 4400

Chicago, IL 60606-2833

P: (312) 214-8310

F: (312) 759-5646
Fredric.Andes(@btlaw.com
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Petitioners,
V.

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY,

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Respondent.

POST HEARING REPLY BRIEF OF METROPOLITAN WATER
RECLAMATION DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO

Based on all of the information submitted to date in this rulemaking, MWRD and the other
Petitioners have met their burden to show that the requested Time-Limited Water Quality Standard
(TLWQS) should be approved by the Board. This reply brief is intended to address one specific
issue raised by the environmental groups (filing as River Advocates) in their post-hearing brief,
regarding the possibility of increased monitoring beyond the conditions that were proposed in the
Joint Petition. This issue was addressed initially in MWRD’s Post-Hearing brief, which stated
MWRD’s commitment to continue certain existing monitoring procedures in the Chicago Area
Waterways System (CAWS), and to have this monitoring included as a requirement in the final
Board Order approving the TLWQS, subject to certain conditions. In this brief, MWRD provides
additional detail concerning these proposed monitoring requirements, including by specifying the
locations and frequency for that monitoring. We believe that this proposal addresses the concerns

raised by River Advocates in their Post-Hearing Brief.
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Currently, MWRD collects chloride data on a monthly basis at 14 stations in the CAWS
that are part of its Ambient Water Quality Monitoring (AWQM) program. It also collects data on
a weekly basis at one AWQM station, located at Lockport. (These 15 stations are identified as
AWQM stations on the attached map.) In addition, MWRD collects conductivity data on an hourly
basis at a series of Continuous Dissolved Oxygen Monitoring (CDOM) stations. 9 of these CDOM
stations are located near an AWQM station that collects chloride data. (These 9 CDOM stations
are identified on the attached map with an asterisk.) For these 9 stations, MWRD can derive hourly
chloride estimates, by using the hourly conductivity data, the chloride data from the nearby
AWQM stations, and a linear regression model.

MWRD will commit (subject to certain conditions, specified below) to continue
conducting those tests and deriving those estimates during the term of the TLWQS, and to include
that information in its Annual Report filed under the TLWQS. As stated in MWRD’s Post-Hearing
Brief, it is important to note that there are some unusual circumstances in which this sampling may
not occur. Weather, mechanical issues, or safety issues may prevent sampling. On occasion, a
sampling location may need to be moved to a new location, due to construction of a bridge or some
other logistical issue, and sampling may need to be reduced temporarily due to extreme financial
concerns. MWRD will commit to continuing these tests, and is willing to have the Board include
that requirement in its final Order approving the TLWQS, as long as flexibility is provided for
those situations (outlined in this paragraph) in which the sampling regimen may need to be
modified. We suggest that to implement this commitment, the Board include the following
language in its Order:

In its Annual Report, MWRD will include the following information: (1) chloride

data that it collects on a monthly basis at 14 stations in the CAWS that are part of
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its Ambient Water Quality Monitoring (AWQM) program; (2) chloride data that it
collects on a weekly basis at one AWQM station, located at Lockport; and (3)
hourly chloride estimates, based on conductivity data that it collects on an hourly
basis at 9 Continuous Dissolved Oxygen Monitoring (CDOM) stations. The
relevant AWQM and CDOM stations are indicated on the attached map (with an
asterisk identifying the relevant CDOM stations). This requirement is subject to
the following conditions: Weather, mechanical issues, or safety issues may prevent
sampling; a sampling location may need to be moved to a new location, due to
construction of a bridge or some other logistical issue; and sampling may need to
be reduced temporarily due to extreme financial concerns. If any of those situations
occurs, MWRD shall notify IEPA, and the issue will be noted in the Annual Report.
Summaries of the chloride information provided by MWRD in its Annual Reports
will be included in the Status Reports submitted by the Chloride Workgroups.
MWRD believes that this commitment will provide the information that River Advocates are
requesting concerning chloride levels in various reaches of the CAWS.

Dated: August 21, 2020
Respectfully submitted,

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago

/s/ Fredric P. Andes

One of its Attorneys

Fredric P. Andes

BARNES & THORNBURG LLP
One North Wacker Drive

Suite 4400

Chicago, IL 60606-2833

P: (312) 214-8310

F: (312) 759-5646
Fredric.Andes@btlaw.com




Electronic Filing: Received, Clerk's Office 08/21/2020

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned attorney certified, under the penalties of perjury pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/1-109,
that he caused a copy of the foregoing POST-HEARING BRIEF OF METROPOLITAN WATER
RECLAMATION DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO to be served via electronic mail (from

Fredric.Andes@btlaw.com) the 21st day of August, 2020 to the individuals listed on the attached service
list.

/s! Fredric P. Andes
Fredric P. Andes
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Illinois Pollution Control Board
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Don Brown, Clerk of the Board

Illinois Pollution Control Board

James R. Thompson Center, Suite 11-500
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Stefanie N. Diers

Sara Terranova

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
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Christopher J. Cummings
Christopher J. Cummings, P.C.
2014 Hickory Road

Suite 205

Homewood, IL 60430
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Albert Ettinger

Law Firm of Albert Ettinger
53 W. Jackson
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Chicago, IL 60604

PCB 2016-015

Dennis Walsh

E. Kenneth Friker
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PCB 2016-025
David Stoneback
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Evanston, IL 60201
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Special Assistant Attorney General
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2300 S. Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62764

PCB 2016-029

Margaret T. Conway

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
100 E. Erie Street

Chicago, IL 60611

PCB 2016-030

Amber M. Samuelson

Peter D. Coblentz
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Michael R. Stiff
Spesia and Taylor
1415 Black Road
Joliet, IL 60435
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Sabrina Spano

City of Joliet
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